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Prov. Xii. 22. former part. 
Do not they Err that deviſe Fail ? 


ls Book of the Holy Scripture 
nds a Collection of Apboriſms, 23 
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5 . ſhorc independent SENtences, com- 
bos d by Solomon the wiſeſt of Men, 
and that, as the ewa cell us, in his 

SI, middle Age, when his Under- 
A ſtanding was in its greateſt Vigour 
and Maturity, and under the In- 
the Parts, and Dependance of one thing 7 atiother, 
of Writing: For 

every diſtinct Sentence is to be taken by ir ſelf. and 
makes up an entire Senſe. We are cherefore lay d che 


ien of GOD's Holy Spirit too. Coherence of 


Labour of conſulting the Context, ro come at the Senſe 


of the Words of my Text. They are to be taken as 


they lie, And tho they are propos d by way of Inter- 


rogntion, vet this, according to the Hebrew Idiom in 


an obvi@us Truth, 8 


0 they not Err that deuiſe Evil > Is as much as to 


ſay, I may make an Appeal to common Senfe and 
Experience? A little Reflexion on the Nature of 


„Things, an eaſy and flight Obſervation of Events 
« in the World, will make it evident, chat ſuch as 

* deviſe Evil do Err, or will Err (as Montani renders 
it) and that very groſiy. This is the Truth aſſerted 
in the Text, and in ſpeaking ir, 1 ſhall obſerve this 


VVV 


into Two; (Ez yſt,) 
And (Secondly,) what by deviſing it. 
I. LET vs enquire what is intended by Evil in this 
Text. And in general it ſignifies Harm or Miſchie/ 
done ro any. The Original being deriv'd from a Word 
khat ſignihes ro Hurt, or be Miſchievous. Now Perſons | 


4 Ie ERROR of them 


I. Firſl, ENQUIRE what 15, 10 HY in deviſ ing 
Evil 7 


who do ſo. 


III. Thirdly, BRING home this to the Matter of 
our preſent Solemnity, 


IV. Laſtly, ENDEAVOUR to, make all fal ſerve 


the Purpoſes Uf Practical Religion. Of each in Or- 


der, And 


I. Firſt, LET us enquire what is meant by deviſing 
Evil. And this 19 9 will naturally refolve it ſelf 
hat is intended by Evil here; 


may do Miſchief in Spore, or out of Spice. Both kinds 


come within the meaning of the Text; but the laſt 


proceeding from the worſe Principle, is, as I conceive, 


chiefly intended. When from a Mind chaf'd with 
Anger, or frerted with Envy, or ſourd with Malice, 
Mien are ſer upon doing Harm to others, whether in 
their Perſons, Reputation, Relations or Poſſeſſions ; or 
whether it be done in a manner Open and Undiſgui d, 
or in a way that is more cloſe and covered. And fuch 
Harm or Miſchief may admit of ſeveral Degrees, which 
it will be worth our while to run over upon this Oc- 


on. For inſtance, 


. Firft, IT may be done to 4 private. -Pirſin hos 


£ 


1 Prov ocation given by him. A Man may receive 
an Injury or Affront from another, and may thereupon 
grow angry; add in the Heat of Paſſion, or with more 
cool and deſiberatekevenge, may Hurt him in his Pen. 


Derract from his Character and Reputation, Damage him 


in his Eſtate, or Wound him in any Intereſts that are 
dear to him. Now this is properly doing Miſchief or 
Evil, And tho there be ſome preceding Provocation 


to it, and for that Reaſon it is not ſo Criminal as ſome 


oher kinds of it are, yer doth it come within the 
meaning of our Text, and! 18 certainly prohibited by 


the 


II. Secondly, IN what Senſe they may be faid to Err 


who aeviſe EVIL. 5 
the Laws of our Redeemer. We * are to Recom- 
pence to no Man Fuil for Evil; nor 1 vente our ſelves, 
but rather give Place to N rath ; and not 4 be overcome 


of Evil, but overcome Evil with Good, And then we 
are overcome by Evil, when we yield our ſelves up 


ro the Conduct and Impulſe of our Paſſions, ſo as by 


them ro be hurried upon the Commiſſion of any Moral 
Evil, or upon doing Miſchief ro others, if it be only 


by way of Retaliation for Injury we have received from 
. But, 


. Secondly, THIS Miſchief may be done to « pri- 


vate Perſon, who is wholly Innocent and Inoffenjree ;; 
who never gave any Provocation, or ſo much as offer d 
or intended any Injury or Affront. Some Men are ſo 
miſchievous as without Provocation, to hurt and in- 
jure others; and this they ſometimes do, from an 


c 


hurtful Sportivenels and a frolickſom Humour, that 


delights in teizing a Neighbour, not ſo much our of 


ill Mil to him, as from an unaccountable Pleaſure 


taken in the paſſionate Tranſports of other Men. 
Sometimes they do it from a ſpiteful Temper of Mind, 
and downr:ghr Rancour and Maligniry, that envies the 
Good of a Neighbour, and can't bear to fee him Eaſy 
and Proſperous, or rejoices in his Misfortune and Mi- 


ſery. Such was the Temper of wicked Haman, that 


great Favourite of the Perſian King Abaſuerus, who 


amidſt all his Honour and Intereſt ar Court, amidſt all 


his Grandeur and Wealth, could have no Enjoyment 
of himſelf, whilſt he ſaw Mordecas ** ſitting at the 
Kings Gate. And one under the Influence of this 
"Temper will blacken the Character, and ſeize the 


Poſſetſions, and take away the Lite of a Neighbour 5 


(where he can do it with Security to himſelf) tho he 
never did him Harm, tho he may be kind and ready 
to do him any good Offices, and may be a very 1. 
Member ot a Community too. Theſe things never 


come into his Thoughts, or ar leaſt if they do, have 


no Power to divert him from his miſchievous Intention. 
And this Temper, when it is grown up to Perfection. 
| he very Spirit of hs Devil. 
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2 Rom, xi. 17. f Ver. 19. + V. 41. E. 13. 
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6 The ERROR of them 


BUT Men may not always be prompred by Malice 
or Envy do be thus miſchievous, and yer may do 
Miſchiet with aggravated Guilt too, whilſt they are 

put upon iz by thoſe on whom they may have de- 
pendance, to gratify their Reſemment or or Malignity 3 
may be hited to do it wick Meny, or brtb'd with Pro + 
poſals of Honour and Advancement. But whatever be 
the Source and Spring of the Miſchief, it is more Cri- 
nn When done 1D thoſe that are Innocent, and who 
have done the Authors of it no Injury, than in the for- 
mer Caſe, when we {uppole it done upon Prevocatien. 
This may be {ome Murigation of the Crime, tho it will 
not Wholly excule il. But when there is no Provoca- 
tion, it muſt be the Tue of a Mead thar hath abjur'd 
ail Tendernels and Regard for its Fellow Creatures, 
is ſhrunk wholly into it ſelf, and thereby become the 
full Property of him * who wis a Mur derer from the be- 

Lnmug. But 
3. Thirdly, WE may conce:ve this Miſchief as exrend- 
ing beyond a ſingle Perſon, to all that u dear to him. 
The Author of it may not be content to make a Sacri- 
tice of him enly, but would involve all for whom he 
hach any Concern, in the ſame Hurt cr Ruin. Thus 
proud Hamum icornd to take Rey enge on Nferdecai 
ſmalv, and by himſelf; he would have involv'd all the 
+ Peopie of rhe Jews in the ſame Calamiry with him, 
and pieas'd himſelf ro think, thar this way he ſhould 


5g double his Blow. pon Aderaecai, and rake away his 


Lite more than ance, by decreeing Det fraction for his 
People together with him 15 
AND indeed this is a {precding Flame, 1 once 
it 1s kindled, and how tar it will waſte is not eaſy o 
1arviee ; it is ſeldom farished wah a ſingle Execute on, 
95 - ehurred wich one Act of Miſchief, how vaſt and ex- 
renſive ſoever that be. Nay, if the Miichief done be 
not the Effect of Maiice or Revenge in the immediate 
Aclor, yet if he be the Property of one that is impla- 
cable. he is by one Act of V illany ler into a Scene of 
Milchief 4 as extenſive as revengetul Thought z Whach 
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NOW uch a Miſchief as 
Rank a Man holds in the Community, may be zn 
greater than any kind we have been mentioning under 


that deviſe EV II. 7 
will Le ever buſy and ſtarting freſh Game, and is In- 
ſatiable as Death and the Grave The Wretck who is 
of this ſpiteful or revengeful Temper, is not con- 
tent to take away rhe good Name, the Eftate, os Life 
of a Perſon who hath iiur d him, or is envy'd by him, 
but would reach on the ſame Miſchief re his Relatives, 
and (if it were poſſible) ftab him over again, by the 


Repetition of rhe ſame Vengeance upon thole that are 


Dear to bim. 
4. Fourthly, WE may conſider this Miſchief as done 
to Perſons in high Rank, and who, by reaton of their 


eminent Qualifications, may be term'd che Pillars of 2 
Society, Men may by fome Inſtigations be cartied on 
to ſuch Miſchief as this, ſometimes wichout conſider- 
ing what a Compaſs it takes, and ſometimes with all 
the dreadful Confequences in full View and in direct 


Intention. They may act thus from Malice to their 


Perſons, Exe and Spleen at their Advancement, Dif 
content at their Methods of Management, os the 
Succeſſes of them; or they may do it at the Inftigati- 
on of others, and by proſpect of Rewards os Advati- 


tages, may traduce theit Conduch, ully theilt Chacact. 
ers, invade their Properties, and atemps their Lives, 


aud be reſtleſs till in one or all theſe Inftances they 
| have done them Miſchief. Thus did the Courtiers of 
Darius deal with Damel: They repigd ac his Advance- 
ment above them, and would fain have * und him 
faulty in his Adminiſtration ; but this Deſigns failing, 
they contriv'd a Method to f make him fo, And having 
flatter d che unwary Ning thus far into their Meaſures, 
thought to traduce him to his Prince, as void of dus 
Reſpect for him, and then make a Sactifice of him te 
„ oi ii 
this, according to che 


e preceding Particulats; for it may not only extend 


to a Man's immediate Depandants, but be a Dercitenr 
alſo to the whole Community, and perhaps prove itt 
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8 The ERROR of them 
Ruin. The Preſervation of the whole Body may ma- 
ny Times depend upon the Life and Credit of one par- 
ticular Man. How fatal had the Conſequences been, 
had the Aſſaſſination-Plot, in the Days of King Fili- 
am, taken effect, and that glorious Prince fallen a Sa- 
criſice to thoſe who hunted for hi: precious Life! Or had 
our preſent gracious Sovereign King GEORGE been 
raken off, when the late deſperate and unnarural Re- 
bellion broke out, how vaſt a Miſchief had ſucceeded ! 
Britain and Europe had very probably fallen with him. 
Bleſſed be GOD that he has lived to triumph over his 
Enemies ; may he live to conquer their Hearts by the 
Clemency and Fuſtice of his Adminiſtration, and his hear- 
ty Zeal for the Honour and Intereſt of Britain, as he 
has prevail d againſt them in the Field of Battle. But, 
J. Finally, WE may conceive a Miſchief big with 
the Ruine of a Kingdom or Community, and contriv'd to 
_ effe& it, aiming at the Deſtruction of a who are its 
Pillars and Supports, Whatever be the Motives to 
ſuch immenſe and prodigious Wickedneſs, or whatever 
the Principles upon which the Actors proceed. Men 
may contrive to embroil 2 Nation, or deſtroy it by 
2 Invaſion, Domeſtick Inſurrection, or Aſſaſſinati- 
on of thole Chiefs in Society, that are as it were its 
Joints and Bands. Thoſe who follow the Dictates of 
a revengeful Temper, and have but Dyfluence and Inte- 
 zef#1nh any proportion to their Revenge and Spire, may 
be eaſily carried this Length; nay, ſome may be mo- 
ved to ſo vaſt a Miſchief, by a Proſpect of Gain and 
Advantage to themſelves, or a lewd Hiclinatioen to ac- 
quire a Name. The Prince ef Darkneſs, the avowed 
Enemy of GOD and Goodneſs, is always ready to 
prompt Men to the moſt Daring and Comprehenſive 
Wickedneſs; and when once they are engagd, he 4 
' Puſhes them violently on to the e e of the * 
 Defign. And is it any Wonder, when Men rehgn them: 
ſelves wholly ro the Conduct of fo furious a Leader, that = 
they ſhould affect ro be as like Him as poſſible? As 7 
miſchievous as himſelf, who was but too ſucceſsful in 1 
his Attempt to etface the Image of GOD out of all the 
inferior Creation, and ruin the whole Race of Man- 
kind. But then Miſchief is grown to a king of Per- 


* 


— Patton, Amn, r 57 Envy, 4 ſelice, &c: 


who deviſe Evi 9 
fection, and as complete as it can well be i» Mar, 
when the Ruin of whole Nations is attempted at once, 
whether ir be by Perſons in Power, who are ſtill gree- 
dy of more, or Perſuns our of Power, who are a careh- 
ing eagerly at it; whether it be the Projection of a 
fingle Perſen, or of a Confederacy and Combination, wad 


5 by whatever Methcds the Attempt is made. 


AND thus have we done with our firft Enquiry, 
What we are ro underſtand by Evil in our Texr, 


II. Sec: ndly, WE are to enquire what is implied in 


deviſing Evil 2 And to anſwer this Enquiry to ſatisfacti- 


on, it will be proper to remember (what we have been 


obſerving already) that the Evil here ſpoken of is chief- 


ly to be underſtood of that which proceeds from Spire 
and Rancor, whether the Original of it be pure Malice 


or Revenge. For though I have touch'd on that which 


pr oceeds from a ludicrous Tem: per, tickled and delighted 


with the litele Misfertunes of others, yet the Men of this 
Diſpoſition ate nor,genecally ſpeaking, thoughtful enough 
to invent or effect any complete or important Miſchie! 


And though rhe inmediare Inſtruments of Miſchief, em- 

ploy d by others, may not have any great degree of 
Spire and Rancour againſt thoſe ro whom they do 
harm ; bur only purſue their own Intereſt, or proceed 


out of Complai ilance to thoſe Who employ them, yer is 


it Malice, or Envy, or Revenge that muſt ſer him to 
work, who is the prizcipal , .. and Prejecior of any 


conſiderable Miichief, And this I would lay down 
as ever implied i in, and indeed pretuppos d to, a Man's 


deviſing Miſc hief, that in that interval Malignity pre- 
vails, and has the Aſcendant in him. Indeed it maß 
have this Aſcendant at a particular Seaſon only, It may 

not be a Man's general and commanding Temper to ve 
miſchievens. Or the Effects of his miſchievous Te emper 
may not be Univerſal: But as Madnels is many Times 

only quend bec, in a particular Inſtance, when a Man is 
in kis ſound Senſe in other Reſpects; ſo a Man may 
be Malignant and Miſchievous in ſome Caſes, and to- 
wards fome Perſons, when he is nor fo univerſally. 
Bur ſtill, when he ſers himſelf ro deviſe Evil, all the 
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10 The Ex R OR of them 


are allow'd their full Scope, withour check and con- 
troul. He may have had Provocation given him, and 
he may ſo far hearken to theDictates of Revenge upon 

a particular Occaſion, and yield to their Influences, as 
to form the moſt cruel Reſolutions againſt thoſe that 


have injur d him, and endeavour to execute thoſe Pur- 


poles, when this is not his general Temper 3; or he may 
have a Spite at particular Perſons, when he is good na- 


rur'd enough in his common Conduct towards others. 
Bur at whatever Time, or in whatever Inſtances, or 
_ againſt whatever Peron; he {ers himſelf ro deviſe Evil, 


at that interval Malignity prevails, and hath the AL- 
cendant in him. | 
AND a Man may be Almo under the conſtant In- 


| Fiuence of ſuch a wicked Temper, may be peer iſh and en- 
vious, and rh and untrattable, and like an Hedgheg, 5 
roll himſelf up, and turn out his Briſtles againſt all 

Mankind. And then he is not only miſchievous upon 


articular Occations, and as to particular Perſons, bur 
pleaſerh him! elf with doing Miichiet whoever receives 


ir. And this may proceed from his giving himſelf up 


8 


to the Conduct of furious Pailions, and ſluffering him- 


ſelf to be born away with their Dnpetus, without and 


oppoſition, or attempt to ſtem the Torrent. He hath 
permitted them to kindie upon ſlight Provocations, and 
never given any Check to them, but induig'd them in 
all their Exorbitances, till his Mind 1 is fretted to ſuchia 
Degree, as to be always troubla and foam 5 And to 


this ill Te: mper, Pride and Self. E {teem, and Over-re- 


5 gard to a Man's own Iutereſt, will ee vaſt Addi- 
tions; ho in ſuch a Caſe, all rhe World will ſtand in 
his \W ay, and a! moſt all he convertes With will inſt! 
gue and provoke his Pafſions. 


WL CH 4 Churl Natl: al ſeeing o 1 1 | for 
We David , Ar a Feftival- Time, tent ro bY im id a ve. 


ry modeſt manaer, to ask a Sap!) of Food tor him- 
ſelf and his Comp any, (who delerv'd ſome Regard 


for rhe Protection they had given his Servants and 


Flocks) he, inſtead of giving a Civil Refuſal, 


few upon them, and rail il at them, and indeed (as the 
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Servant told his Miſtreſs) wat ſuch a Sen of Belial, that 
a Man could not ſpeak, to him. Nor did he for this Rea- 
{on dare to make a plain Repreſentation of the Fact 
to his Maſter. And indeed this is a Vice more common 
to thoſe that are Healthy, becaule they have lets exter- 
nal Check given to their Paiſions, and are more us'd 
in other Inſtances to indulge themſelves. Bur the 
Poor alto, if they give way to repining and grudging 
ar others, will quickly grow up into full as ſpiteful a 


: Temper, though, for their own Intereſt, they muſt 


Keep. it under Guard, and not let it ſhow it ſelf in tack 


Churlich Carriage, elp 'ectally to their Superiore. 


NAY, farther, a 4 Man may not only _ into ſuch 
a miſchievous Temper from Paſſion indulg d, but from 
Principle, and that a Principle of Religion too, fuch as 
it 18. Thus gur Saviour, when he forewarn'd his Diſ- 


ciples of the Troubles likely to befal them for their 


Chriſtian Profetiion, told them, * That they ſhould be 


| Pur cut of the Synagogues; and that the Time would 


come, that whoſoever flew them, would think they did GOD 


good Service, And when once a pretended Zea! for 


GOD comes in ro maintain, and juſtify, and conunend 


our Paſſion and Spire, they will grow unlimited. There 
is no Antidote againſt the Venom of them. A Man's 
Reaſon and Conſcience may help to faſten a Convict. 

on upon hun, and work a Cure, when he is in com- 


men Cafes a Slave to his Pai Mone But when he pleads. 
Authority for his Malice, and that of rhe bighe# Kind, 


and thinks himſelf acted by a warm Zeal for i (OD, he 
is grown incurable. Comme n Methods of Reco ery 


will not reach him. His Principles ſupport his Malice, 


5 a pretence of Religion, and a regard to the Glory : 


f GOD covers him all ov er, and renders him impe- 


ne trable to all Convict! ion. No Arrow of this Kind 


will enter. 
AND yer ſuch Pridcivles have been malntain'd and 


propagated amongſt Men, to the infinite Prejudice of 
true Re! gion, and i! 2 Waſte and Deſolation of many 
Countries. And cha at not only among 42andon' e 
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1.2 The ERK OR of them 


given up of GOD to their own finful Inclinations, and 
to fill up the Meaſure of their Iniquities, that“ Math 
might come upon them to the uttermott. Or Mahometens, 
who profels themſelves oblig'd ro propagate their Re- 
ligion on the Point of the Sword, and force Men to 
acknowledge that Impoſture. Bur alſo in a Church, 
that gives her ſelf the ſpecious Name of Catholic, and 
would limit Chriſtianity and Salvation to her corrupt 
Communion, For, as this Church pretends, all natural 
Relations, all the Bonds of civil Society are diffoly d 
and untyd by Hereſy; and Men may deſtroy their 
Prince, their Parent, their Brother, or their Boſem-Friend, 


if he be but Excommunicate ; : and all are Excommuni- 
cate de facto that are Hereties; and all are Heretic: that 

they are pleas d to make ſuch, To be ſure all are ſuch 

thar dare to g:mnſay, or lo much as diſpute any Opinion 


that ſerves to ſupport the Church's Grandeur, Autho- 


I 


riry, or Intereſt. Nay, nor only may this he done with 
Impunity, but Heaven and eternal Happinels are pro- 


mis'd as a Reward to all who die in War againſt the 


Enemies ot the Roman Faith, whether Infidels or Here- 
zics ; and this by rhe Decretals of Popes. - 


AND they have acted up ro theſe Principles upon 


all fir and proper Occaſions; and numberleſs Villanies 


have been invented and acted to prevent the Churches 
Danger, and ſupport her Cauſe. Private Aſſafjins have 


| heen hired, Armies have been railed, not only to war 


1 Theſſ, ii. 16. 


againſt Infidel on no juſt Pretence, but to murder In- 


nocents in cold Blood, Who oppos d their Corruprions, 
and bare Teſtimony to the T1uch of the Gefpel. Thou- 
ſands have, upon this Account been bu cher d, with 
out Diſtinction of Sex, or Age, or Quality, and this by 


Licence and the moſt facred Authoricy rhe Church 


could give. And the Actors have not only had their 
Commifſion befirehand, but have had their Actions ju- 
ſtify'd and applauded, and themſelves little leſs than 
Canoniz d afterwards for their Crimes. Now where 
ſuch a Principle of blind Teal for GOD, meets with 
. a Temper Jpieejul, e aud er prizn bo 
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who deviſe EVIL. 13 
can fix Bounds to the Rage, or the Ruin and Miſchief 
to be effected by it > How well prepar'd, how ready 
and fit are ſuch for the Work we are ſpeaking of ; for 
rhe deviſing and fabricating Miſchief ? Bur this being 
laid as the Foundation, I would, 

2. Secondly, OBSERVE, that dev iſing Evil doth im- 
ply, the 1 and projecting how to do Miſchief, 
and that with Streſs and Jnrention of Thought; ſuch 
as doth tix, employ and even ſwallow up rhe Mind, 
and allow of no Diverſion till it be brought to effect, 


| my thar in the following Inſtances. 


. Fir/t, IN deviling what kind of Miſchief to do. 


: For the kinds of Miſchief are innumerable : And tis 
the uſual Enquiry of a ſpiteful and miſchievous Mind, 


in what inſtance Revenge may be moſt fully glutted, 


When the Man dares ro be open in proſecuting his De- 


lign, or moſt ſecurely when he muſt be private and a- 
void Dilcovery, or moſt effettually in either Cale. aud 
accordingly ſometimes the Defign is form'd againſt a 


Man's Fame, ſometimes againſt his Eſtate, fomerimes 
againſt his Perſon or his Life, and ſometimes the Miſ- 
chief reaches 7% «ll ; : nay and beyond theſe, ro the 


Perions in whom he may have any pecutiar Intereſt or 
Concern. Nay, and the Miſchief cover d over with the 
pretext of Religion aims at higher Intereſts ſtill, and 
would mauy times deftroy the Soul, as well as hurt 
the Boch, and make Prey of the Eſtate. Tis with a 


pecuſ ar Reliſh rhar this ſort of People thunder ou: 
Anathema, and at once deliver the Bod) to the Secu- 


lar Power to be burnt, and decree Damnation to the 


Sul; and thus take full Revenge at once upon the 
whole Man. Now it requires ſome Cloſenets of 
Thought to chuſe out, What will be moſt proper to 
accompliſh the Intention of the miſchievous Mind. 
Hence David tells us, bis Enemies did * imagine Ai 


be, in their Hearts. Solomon ſaith of ft. ich Pert ons, 
that f they deviſe Miſchief continually ; are conſtantly 


plodding and projecting for this purpoſe. And the 


Prophet Ale of 188 Nee hal they did 4 conceive e Miſe 
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14 The ERROR of them 
chief. Their Hearts were continually teeming with fo 


217 cious an Offspring. But the kind of Miſchief 


deing once fixed, 

5 Secondly, THERE muſt be farther Condetvanch a- 
bout the May and Method wherein it may be effected. 
The former is Though: about the End to be purſued, 
this is about the HD and Means, whereby this End 


may be brought about. The Man firſt enquires in what 
Inſtance he may moſt fully glut his Malice; and the 


next EnquzFy | is, in what manner this may be moſt 
fiely and effectually done. Thus, when * Haman had 


_refolv'd to take full Revenge on Niere, by deftroy- 


ing his People together with himſelf, his End was the: 
fixd; and rhe next Enquiry was about the Means 


whereby he ſhould accompliſh this End, and whar 


was to be done to effect 15 Deſtruction he had re- 


felt upon. And thus when the Courtiers in Babylon 


had determined to ruin Daniel, F various Methods 
were ſought our and tried, tho all fail'd them till they 
comriv'd ro make Fidelity to his GOD, an Inſtance on 


egen and Difoyalty to his Prince. And that in the 
end, through the juſt Judgmenr of GOD prov d their 


ern Ruin too, inſtead of effecting i. But then, 


3. Thirdly, ALL rhe foregoing Conrrivance is only 


in order to ſe vecult ion. Thoſe who deviſe Evil, in the 
Senſe of the 117 Mar here in our Text, are not thus 


employ d only to try the Vigor of their Imagination, 


or the Strength of their T . „but with a Defign 


-20 execute, what upon due Coaſide ration appears the 


moſt feaſibie Project, either by their own Hands, or 
fome fit and proper In{irument, For the Projector of Mil- 
chief is not always an Actor in it: He may comrive, 


but at the ſame time think it proper for another to 
execute. For tho be may be willing to humour his 


vn Spite and Malice ro the uttermoſt, yet there may 
88 dann; Reai ons why he ſhovid keep out of Sight; 
nay, and per. aps make the higheſt profcilion of Friend- 


| ſhip, and c carry the Heart of an Enemy under the trea- 
cherous Dis; guiſe and Countenauce of a Brother. Thas: 
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who aeviſe EVIL. 15 
David complains of that wicked Politician Achitophel, 
* I, was net an Enemy, then I could have born it, J. d. [ ſhould 
have been leſs ſhock d at it, and more ealy under ir, 
but my Guide, mine Equal, my Acquaintance, His Words 
were ſefter than Oil, aid yet ſharp a drawn Swords. It 
may be neceſſary to bring his Deſign to effect, that he 
ſhould keep on this Appearance, and employ others to 
do the Miichief which he hath comriv'd. Aud other 
Reaſons may periw ade him to keep his Hand our of 
the Plot, whilt his Head may have rhe whole Conduct 
of his own Device, Bur whatever Reaſons may induce 
the Projector of Miſchief not to act himſelt, yer he 
Always plods with a Purpole, that it ſhould be done 
by ſome Hand or other. Aud when he doth nor think 
it proper or accompliſhing his miſchievous Purpote ro 
act himſelt in it, this opens him a zew Scene of Thought 
and Enquiry. It is to be contider d, hat are the Qua- 
lincauions ot a fit Inſtrument, and then enquiry mult 
be made where ſuch an one is to be found; and all 
this! 8 IO be done with the utmc/: Secrecy, that the De- 
ſign may nor take Air, and the Mitchiet be prevented. 
And the greater the Mil chief and the more there are 
likely to be affected by ir, the greater Application of 
Miad is neceflary ro bring it to effect. And ſtill the 
1 more, when there is a Confederacy needſul e carry * 
, proper Perf. ug are to be fought our, fir Method; are 
© * taken to break the Matter ro tlie m, and. to tie 
them faſt one to another; proper Parts of the ÞDetign 
are ro be atiignd ro proper Hands, and many other 
a 29S co be done, at require cloſe Thought and Ap- 
_ plication of Mind. So that in exe ecuting their miſ— 
chile vous Purpoles as well as in fixing them, their 
"Thoughts muſt be ſtill buſy and employ . chey 
do net form a miſchievous Deſign, merely to amuſe or 
pleaſe themſelves with the Review of a fine Scheme, 
the Birth of their own Fanc y or the Workmanſh! P af 
their own Brain, but to put it i Execution. Till this 
be done tis an Embryo, or an unſhape! ly Birch brought 
to no Form Or Perfection. Nor will their Spire Or Re- 
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16 The ERROR of them 


venge be contented with the bare Conſideration, that 
in ſuch and ſuch Inftances, and by ſuch and ſuch Me- 
thods, they could hurt and be grarify'd ro the full, un- 
leſs what they have in View be effected. The Mit- 
chief muſt be done as well as deviſed. 
AND thus have we finiſhed our firſt Head of Dil- 

_ courſe, and ſhown you what is implied in deviſing Evil. 

We are next to cnquire, 


II Secondly, IN what Senſe thoſe who do ſo, may be 
faid to Err. And we ſhall Anſwer this Enquiry by the 
following Particulars, viz. 

4 1. Firſt, THEY Err as they do certainly Devi late 
| i from the Law of GOP, that thould be the Meaſure 
"BN of Mens Actions, and the Rule to which they ſhould 
. | In all Things conform themſelves. This Law in Holy 5 
7 OD Scripture is frequently compared to a Path or Hay; 
thoſe who fincerely endeavour to conform themſelves 
ro it, are {aid ro | walk in the Law of the LORD: And 
do diſregard the Authority of this Law, and live with- 
out conforming our Lives and Manners, our Minds 
and Diſpoſirions ro it, is cafld erring, or going aſtray. 

In this Senſe Manaſſeth i is {aid + fo have made Judah to 

Err, by thoſe abominable Tdolarries and wicked Pra- 
= Ctices, to which he gave fo much Encouragement in 
10 85 dhe beginning of his Reign. And Erring is explain d 

yy by ® net obſerving GOD's Commandmeuts. In this Senſe 


* 


— . & „ 7 1 „ x of * 8 *, 
— * ky . * * - = . * - a = FL. 4 ag 2 4. „ . 2 
n %. — 5 © Fri" £ þ G L * 3 * * 8 — FOOD 5 bY 4 2 
4 * . " 0 - . — 5 : m— — 4 5 > we * 9 N 
5 : . 3 e a 


f David ſaith of Himſelf that * before he was afflicted. 1 
f he went aſtray.” In the lame Senſe faith GOD by the 
. Prophet Jeremy, H. My People have been loft Sheep; their 
| GE ES Shepherds have cailſcd them to go aſtray; they have zurned 
75 them away upon the Mountains. And in this Senſe, thoſe 
| who deviſe Evil do certainly Err. 

FOR it is plain to all ſuch as have taken a View of 
by es the Laws of GOD, whether in their more imperfe 
= Edition, among the Few-, or as they have receiv d Jin- 
[| TOR provement from the Light and Spirit of rhe Goſpel, 
that hey are tram, a for the Benefir and Advantage of. 
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Particular Perfons and Societies. They ſuppoſe Man- 


kind link'd together by the ſtrongeſt Bonds; and they 
tie thoſe Bonds ftill faſter, and oblige chem to the 
greateſt mutual Tenderneſs and Concern. And for this 
Reaſon they are the bet Fence that can be about Mens 
Perſons and Properties. Were they duely regarded 
by all Mankind, no /ingle Perſon in the whole Body, 


no leſſer Community could be Inſecnre, or expos'd to 
any Harm; but every Man's true Intereſt, and that in 


all his deareſt Concerns, would be moſt direQly pur- 
ſued. Our Bleſſed Lord and Maſter, and the Apoſtle 
Paul after him, ſums up our Duty in that ſweet and 


2 comprehenſive Word, Love, + On this Commandment, 
ſaith Our Saviour, hung all the Lam and the Prophets. | 
+ This, ſair!1 the Apoſtle, is the fulfi uling of the Law. 
The Law being ir ſelf a fair Tranſcript of that Bleſſed 
Nature, which could be deſcribed by no more perti- 
nent nor ſignificant Term, by the beloved Apoſtle him- | 

ſelf, than that of Love. GOD is Love, Spire and 


Miſchief are the Temper and Work of the Devil, 


** Who was a Murtherer from the Beginning, and Tt goes 


about ſeeking whom he may dovour, And if his be the 


true State of the Cale, it is manifeſt, rhar ſuch as de- 
die Evil do widely deviate from that Rule of Duty 
to Which they ſhould conform themſelves; from that 
Path of Life ro which they ſhould conf ae their Steps. 


They forget the great Purpoſes, and the wiſe Rules of 
Living, which they ſhould ever arrend ro and have in 


their Eye. But, 
2. Secondly, IT may 1 that they frequently miſs 
their Purpoſe, and are miſtaken in their Meaſures. 
They form Devices that prove in{ufliciear ro attain 
their Ends. Indeed they are ſeldom miſtaken about 
the Miſckief it elf to be done by chem. They are 
very ſure co fix their Thoughts upon ſome Evil or 
other, that, if ir can be effected, will be miſchievous 
enough, and very much ro the Grief and Hurt, if not 
_ the utter r Ruin of thoſe who : are 0¹ 70 ei or. their Spite ; 
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233. Thirdly, 


18 The ERROR of them 

and Revenge. Indeed in chuſing out the Kind of Miſ- 
chief they would do, they may in ſome meaſure be 
miſtaken, and prefer what in Fact is a Leſſer Miſchief, 
under a Notion, that it is the Greateſt. Bur this Mi- 
ſtake is not a very common one with them, they are 
much more liable to be deceiv'd about the Method, 
wherein the Miſchief is to be done, with moſt Security 
to themſelves, and moſt Succeſs. And many Times, 
when they have moſt wiſely concerted their Meaſures, 
an unforeſeen Accident or Occurrence may break them 
at once, and ruin all their ſanguine Hopes and Pro- 
ſpects. And thus miſchievous Perſons have often miſ- 


carry d and fai d of their Deſigns. Thus Pharaoh faikcd 


of Succeſs in his artful Method, to prevent the En- 
creaſe of the Children of Iſrael. Thus vain and inef- 


fectual was the Attempt of Saul, and his flartering 


Courtiers, ro ruin David. And thus was the immenſe 
Miſchief, intended by Haman, againſt the whole People 


of the Jews, to avenge the imaginary Injury he had 


receiv'd from Mordecai, by a ſudden Furn of the 
King's Mind, defeated. It muſt be own'd indeed, that 


the Means pitch'd upon by Haman and Pharaoh ſeem'd 


very proper to attain their Ends. Bur as ſuch Deviſers 


of Evil generally leave Providence out of their Scheme, 
it is no Wonder that GOD ſhould, by unexpected 


Turns, often blaſt all their Meaſures at once, and de- 
feat their moſt promiſing Deſigns. They can never 
effect their Purpoſe without his Leave; their Deſign 
is not therefore in their own Power, and for this Rea- 
fon they frequently miſs their Aim when rhey are moſt 
ſure they cannot be miſtaken. And in this Senſe, which 
is the common Senſe of rhe Word, they may be ſaid 
#0 Err. They fail of their Intention and miſs + their 
THIS may intimate, that many Times 


they bring the Like, or a greater Miſchief en themſelves 


than chat which they devis'd for others. It is under 
che Notion of Goo to themſelves, that they are purſu- 
ing an hurtful and miſchievous Intention againſt others. 
Ir is ſomewhat that will gratify a- revengeful or ma- 
Ugnant Temper. Bur when inſtead of reaching this. 
imaginary Good, they fall into great Miſchief and 


S * 


e 


60 47 
EE 
777 
Tt, 
„ 
1177 
4 * 
ny 
5 
LE 
; g 
1 
. 
* 
+ 
wu : 
Fe" 
1 
8 
2 
5 
Fe. 
4 
+& 
« 4 
x. 
1 
1 
5 
f 
1 
. „ IT 
ö * 1 
b 3 
ö 7 
1 
ö WR” 
x 
* . - 
* 2 N. 
N 
* 7 
9 
P 3 
ö 1 1 
ö . 
A 
by” 
. 


who deviſe ExII. 19 
Evil themſelves, are they not groſly diſappointed and 
miſtaken? They Err from the Path of Duty and Reli- 
gion, of Reaſon and Humanity, and thoſe who have once 
{oft the right Track, and wander in bye Paths, do fre- 
quently fall into many and unexpected Dangers. They 
know not whither they are going, and often meer with 
Death and Ruin in their Errors. Aud thus thoſe who 
Watch for the Innocent, and contrive to do him Harm, 
do oftentimes plot and project their own Rain only: 
Themſelves are taken in the Snares they laid, and all 
the Miſchief diſcharges on their own Heads, * They 
conceive Miſchief, and not only bring forth Vanity, but 
7. Par They not only fail of their Purpoſe, but 
fall into the Ditch which themſelves had made, and into the 


Pit which they had digged. Their Miſchief returns on 


their own Head, and their violent Dealing en their own 
Pate, For which Reaſon, David in anorher Place rhus 
Triumphs in Divine Protection, I The Heathen are ſunk 
inte the Pit they made; in the Net they hid, is their own 


Foot taken. The LORD is known by the Fudements he 


execureth: The Wicked is ſuared in the Wark, of his own 


HO 


AND though this is not the certain and perpetual 
Event, as to all miſchie vous Deſigns form'd againſt the 
Iunccent, it is a very common one. For all Events are 


in the Hands of GOD, and his over-ruling Providence 
alone can bring any Deſign to effect, and he doth of- 
ren interpoſe and defeat thoſe miſchievous Deſigns that 
are form d againſt the Innocent, and turn them againſt 
the Contrivers. And his peculiar Concern for his own 
People, thoſe whom he hath choſen out to place bu Name a- 
moug them, gives them, in ordinary Caſes, good Secu- 


rity againſt ſuch wicked Attempts. Nay, this Concern 
for his Church and People, dorh many times intereſt _ 
him in the Welfare and Safery of particular Nations, 


and is their Security too. And how often hath he, in 


a Manner ſurprifing ro the whole World, counter- = 
work'd thoſe that projected the Ruin of his People, 


and brought this Miſchief home upon themſelves 2 
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Pharaoh who would wear out the l/-aelites with exceſ- 
five Toll and Labour, and facrifice their Male-Chil- 

dren to his cruel Humour and his Jealouſies, was him- 
ſelf, and all his Hoſt, drown'd in the Red Sea, after 
they had loſt all cheir Firſt-Born in one Nighr, even 
the Hopes of Egypt. Haman who had conrriv d the 
Murther of all the Innocent Fews in pure Revenge to 
Mordecai, fell, together with his Family, before that 
innocent Man, whom he ſought to deſtroy together 
with his People, and by his Malice open'd him a Way 
19 the higheſt Dignity and Honour of which a Subject 
was capable. And thoſe Princes, who crontriv'd the 


Death of Daniel, were diſappointed in their Hopes, 


and became themſelves a Prey to the Lions, whoſe 


Teeth and Rage the injur'd Saint eſcap'd. And many 


Inſtances of the like kind might be ferch'd from other 


thitery, behdes that of the Bible. And indeed to come 
8 


III. "Third Thing aragord; THE beiaging what we 
have ſaid to the Purpoſe of our preſent Aſſembly : 


We have before us a pregnant Inſtance of this kind, 


zn the double Salvation we are this Day mer to 80. 


brate. viz. That from the Powder-Plot, in the Reign of 
King James I. and that from Popery and Arbitrary : 


Power, under King James II. his Grandſon, by the 


ſeaſonable Arrival of the Prince of Orange, afterward 
our glorious King Miliam, a Name never to be 
mention'd by a Britain and a nee without Ho- | 
nour. 


THE firſt of cheſe Deſigus was a Monſter of Miſe | 


chief. Could any Wickednels, acted by private Hands, 


be well more comprehenhve, than at once to deſtroy 
all rhe Chiefs of the Nation, the King and Royal Fami- 
, the whole Body of the Peerage, and a great Part of 

the principal Commons in England: ? And yet the Views 

of choſe engag'd were not bounded here, the Ruin of 

the Nation, and the ſinking the while Proteſtant Inte- 
reſt throughout Eurcpe rogecher with it, was the prodi- 
a 30 s K urpoſe they drove at. And could Spite be well 

ed tarther, or Miſchief and Malignity be more in 

Le jection chan bre f When lo man) innocent Men, 


and 
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and of the moſt eminent Stations in the Kingdom, were 
at once to be blown into the Air, and all the Remains 
of pure Chriſtianiry ro be blown away with them? 


How diabolical muſt thoſe Principles be, that could 


inſpire Men with this deliberate Spite, this flow and 


ſober Rage, and hatch ſo vaſt a Miſchief at firſt, and ju- 


ſtify, or ſo much as excuſe it afterward ? And yer to 
the Account of their Principles, their religious Princi- 


ples, muſt rhis be chargd. The Men had no private 


Spleen or Diſguſt ro hurry them on ro this Extrava- 
gance, no perſonal Affront ro revenge, no private Intereſt 


to purſue, nor doth it appear they were in their com- 


mon Temper, ſo prodigiouſly ſpiteful and miſchievous. 


No, they were inſtigated by che Doctrines of their 
Chu ch, and a Zeal for it which they themſelves eſteem a, 


and the Highest Authority among them had pronounc'd, 
meritorious. Pure Spite and II- nature could never 
have carry'd them ſo far. But when once any have 
given themſelves up to the Conduct of the origins“ 
Murtherer, and they are by ſpecious Shows and Ap- 


| pearances of Religion prompted to do his Work, how | 


far beyond all che common Attempts even of degenerate | 
Nature Will he carry them away ! And how much will 


5 he 1 improve them into his own Reſemblance! 


THIS. was a Device miſchievous to the la#t Degree, 
whether we conſider the more immediate Purpoſe, which 


was to blow up the whole Engliſh Legiſlature at once, 
or the remoter Views, which were ftijl more miſchie- 
raus, to ruin the Proteſtant Intereſt throughout rhe 
World. And one would think, that thoſe among 
Mankind, that are not wholly loft ro Senſe of Shame, 
| ſhould never defend ir, nor think nor ſpeak of thoſe 


concerned | in it, withour Horror and the utmoſt Indigna- 
tien. And indeed, the Romiſh Party would fain wip 
themſelvesclean from the Guiitof the Fact, it they knew 


how. 7 Bur their Dectrines, the buſy Medlings of their 
Frieſts and Feſuits, and the Honour they have done to 


= more than e one who had an Hand! in ir, falten it upon 
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the Partz, and plainly make it it out not to have been 
the raſh Attempt of a few deſperate Men. 
AND how near was the Miſchief compleated! 
how kind an interpoſure of Providence was it, that hinder'd 
it from taking Effect! Ir was carried on with all the 
Secrecy imaginable, and therefore with all imaginable 
Proſpect of Succeſs. The Men engaged were, by their 
religious Principles, made hardy enough for any deſpe- 
rate Attempt, and had by Ties, moſt ſolemn, bound 


themſelves ro utmoſt Secrecy, The Blow was juſt 


ready to be given, when by the immediate Hand of 
Providence, their Meaſures were broken ar once, and 
the Conſpiracy detected, and many of the Conſpirators 


ſeized, and made to ſuffer the Demerit of their 


Treaſon. 5 1 5 
AND did not the Deviſers of this prodigious Miſ- 
chief Err? A Miſchief ſo far exceeding all the private 


Robberies, Murders or Aſſaſſinations ever heard of! 


Did they not deviate from the Rule and Spirit of the 


| Gofpel> Can that impudent Church that aiſumes the 


Name of Catholic, and limits all hopes of Salvation 
ro her own Commynion ; that is ro ſay, to the Per ſons 


who live and act in blind de pendance on her Guides; can 
fre defend ſo wicked an Attempt, and reconcile it 
with her high Prerenfions? Is rhis the Meekne/s, Gen- 
_ tleneſs, and Love, the Innocence, good Nature, and good 
Wi, that are. the proper Marks of Chriſtianity, the ge- 
nuine Temper of a real Chriftran ? Are theſe the bh 
Methods GOD appointed ro ſpread the Goſpel of his 
Grace, and propagate the True Religion! Muſt it in 
this way conquer and ſubdue the World, and by ſo 

dark a Scene of Miſchief, ſertle it ſelf among the Na- 
tions! Is not Mahomet's Method of propagating his 
Impoſture the more Humane and generous by far ? He 


honeſtly declares this may be done by open Violence, 


acts as he thinks, and by the Sword endeavours every 
where to plant it. He avows his Deſign, and is fair 
and open in purſuing it. Bur ſuch clandeſiine Attempts, 
ſuch horrid Miſchief wrapt up in Darkneſs and Diſ- 
- guiſe, ate the genuine Effects of Rmiſ Zeal, rhe 
honefter Mahometan would diſavow them, the Pagan 
would deteſt them. And muſt not this bring Bluſhes 


ö 


% 
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into me Face of this pretended Mother Church, unleſs it 
be dy d roo deep with the Blood of Saints, to have its 


Colour Chang d? Bur if ſhe will not be brought to an 


en Confeſſion, that chis was a wide Deviation from 
the Spirit and Rule of the Goſpel, ſhould it not be 
marrer of Praiſe and Thankſgiving to us, that the 
Wrerches engag d miſs d their End, that they were 
led into an Error, and ſnar' d and taken themſelves, 
when they had juſt brought their Deſign to bear, and 
were ready to bury our Conſtitution and the Proteſtant 
Religion together in the Rubbiſh of our Senate-Houſe. 
To us, I ſay, even ar this Diſtance ; for had the De- 


fign then taken Effect, the Proteſtant Religion bad in all 
fair e been extirpated; but had GOD by a 
XZ Mirac 

King GEORGE to fill the Britiſh Throne with fo 


e maintain d it, we had ar this rime wanted a 


much Glory to himſelf, with ſo much Honour to the 


Britiſh Nation, and ſo much Comfort and 1 Delight _ i 
his faithful Subjects. I, 


AND then as to the /ater Attempt for our Deſtructi- A 
on, (the fruſtration of which hath made the Deliverance 
of this Day a double one) I mean, King James the IId's 


Deſign to introduce Popery, and ſettle Thar and Tyran- 


ny amongſt us. This was indeed the more gexercits of 
the Two; it was carry'd on in a more open manner 
and avow 4. tho in flat Contradiction to the moſt ſa- 


cred Promiſes and Oaths, and therefore avowed be- 
cauſe there was ſo fair a Proſpect of Succeſs. When 


the People had been fo long prepar'd for a tame Sur- 
render of their Liberties, by the perperual Din of un- 
limited Obedience due to the Prince's Will, whether. 
Laws were made the Rule of ir or no; when an In- 
| furr ection had been ſuppreſs d; when Laws made for, 

Defence of the Proteſtant Religion, by keeping Papiſts 


; our of Power, had been diſpenſed with, and an Army 
rails d to ſupport and maintain that Prince in all his 


lawleſs Pretenſions; and a neighbouring Tyrant, who had 
© glutred himſelf with Blood predigally fhed in War, and. 
TEE ſuckd in Perſecution, was oblig'd in Intereſt, 
y Principle and by Alliance, to lend him all poſſible 
Aſliſtance. And yer in the very Article of Execution 


4 he Plot was ſpoit d, and the valt Deſign ſo eagerly 
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puſh'd on by Romiſh Inſtruments here, and fo greedily | 


expected to take Effect by Romaniſts abroad, miſcarry'd 


art once, 


AND do we not here alſo ſee the ſame Deviation 
from the Rule and Spirit of the Goſpel, as in the for- 
mer Deſign. The {ame Purpoſe and Reſolution to ſettle 
the Romiſh Religion right or wrong amongſt us, and de- 
{troy our excellent Conſtitution. For this might as effectu- 


ally be done, by our Prince's tearing down all the Fences 
of our Liberties, our Rights, and our Religion, as by pri- 


vate Mens blowing up eur Legi/lators. Nay, in all appear- 


ance it might have been more e effectually done, and with 
no leſsWickednefs and Injuſtice. Unleſs it be impoſlible 
for Subjects to have any Right at all, which is a Senti- 
ment can never pals, I think, upon a Briton ; ; or elſe the 
Perſon of the Prince is fo ſacred, as to be exempt from 


all Obligation by the moſt /o/emn Oaths. A Maxim ut- 
terly deſtructive of all Religious Veneration for an Oath, 
the great Security of mutual Confidence among Men. 


But whether the Meaſures then taken for our Ruin 
Will, with thoſe concerned in them, paſs for Devi lations 
from the Rule and Spirit of the Goſpel or no; I am 
ſure tis matter of unſpeakable Joy to ws, that by the 
gracious Providence of GOD che Deſign was blaſted, 


and the Attempt was made to turn to the Ruin of thoſe 


who devited the Miſchief. In this reſpect they found 
_ themſelves miſtaken. By the righreous Providence of 
600 they were befoold, and led into a fatal Error. 
_ Surely we may ſay after Solomon, Thar thoſe who de- 
viſe Evil, Err, They wander from the Path of Duty, 
they frequently are very much deceiv'd in their miſ- 
chievous Schemes, and are many times buried under 
thoſe Ruins, which they deſign d ro make a Grave for 
orhers. It remains now 


IV. Aud Laſth, THAT we ſhould bun ler now 
his Truth may, and ſhould be improved by us. I ſhall 
only offer Two Things ro your Thoughts, as proper 
- rar and Advice from ſuch a Subject as this. 
Firſt, TAKE care to avoid the Evil we have been 
dr ſcribing, To abhor and ſhun them, is the proper 
Ule we ought ro make, of the Sins and d Mikcarriages of 
| | | euhers. 
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lignity and Spite : 
Miſchief and Hurt to others withour Provocation, from 


r 
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others. To keep our ſelves as far as poſſible, out of 
the reach of Infection by them, and Temptations to 
them. Let this be our Concern and Care in this par- 
ticular Caſe, Let us never be of the Number of thoſe 
chat deviſe Evil, * Let us at no time be among then. 
In order hereunto, a 

Firſt, LET us be adviſed to endeavour the t Cen- 
weſt of our Paſſions, This is appoling the Evil in irs 
Original and Riſe. And Principiis Obſta, wirhſtand 
Sin in the very beginnings of it, is nor only proper 
but needful Advice. If we would be free from an 
envious and malignant Tempep, and thereby avyo'd. 
{vch Empleyment as we have been deſcrihing ; ler us 


heartily Labour roſubdue and quiet our Paſſions, that they 

may nor preſently kindle and break out into a raging. 
Flame. And indeed, in order to the doing this effectu- 
ally, tis not only needful, that we ſhould call in the 


ſoftning and ſoothing Influences of the Holy Spirit, 
the Spirit of Love, by fervent Prayer; but endeavour 
allo ro be mortified to the Erjoyments of the World, Wt 
once we are dead to them, we ſhall nor fo eaſily be 


ruffled by the Evils of Life, And when we can bear 
the being ſlighted and abus'd by our Fellow-Creatures, 
the Fuel of our Paſſion will be withdrawn. And if we 
can prevent the rifings of Anger and Revenge, it will be 


much eater AT our {elves from the Power of Ma- 
By which I mean, a Pronenels to do 


pure 1! Vill and Rancour of Spirit, 


21. Secondly, LET us take Care nor to draw in our 
Principles to ſuccour and enforce our Paſſions, and make 
Religion and Zeal for GOD a Cloak to Malice or Re- 
venge. We juſtly abominate che Principles of Papi * 
for being to Bloody and, Deſtructive : and deteſt theilt 
: miſchievous Practices, the genuine Offspring of ſuch 
wicked Principles. But we are not ſo careful to warct 
22 tho by Nature we are prone to the like Mi- 


es, have che like unruly Paſſions with them, and as 
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too often ſuffer our furious Zeal ro wound and ſtab 


and Colour of Religion, and, as we are willing to think, 


Caſes would be deteſtable, grows Commendable, yea 
be, Chriſtianity will never countenance Spleen, and Spire, 
envenom'd Speech and Language, or rages out in the 


Life in Murder, Maſſacre, Plundering and Devaſta- 
tion. Let us therefore look to it, that out Religion 


nerous and heavenly Principle. That we may love 


ne volence, and Kindneſs ſhow'd themſelves in his Life 


we do not carry our Revenge and Spite againſt thoſe 


wie look upon thoſe that embrace them with a jealous, if 
not an evil Eye. We often entertain Suſpicions of them 
that are Unjuſt, and ſuffer theſe to grow up to Diſtance 
and Eſtrangement from them, and ofrentimes to ſettle 


thoſe prevail and quickly get the betrer of on - Re- 1285 


fake. I) thar belong ro him and bear his Image, 
for their Relation ro him and Reſemblance of him: 
And hee that may be Enemies to him and vs, in Obe- 
dience to his holy Command, and in Conformity ro 
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apt to run our into the ſame Extravagancies. And if 


who differ from us, to the ſame pitch of Mmbumanity 
with them, and murder our Neighbours Perſons; we 


their Charatter and Reputation, and this under the Mask 


by Authority from GOD. Our own Sentiments about 
religious Matters are, in our fond Opinion, hallo d all, 
and therefore differing Sentiments from ours appear 
wicked to us, and fit ro be abhord. And hereupon 


into deliberate Spite and Rancour. And then if we can 
bur ſanctify this Spite with the Name of Religious 
Zeal, and hate and revile, and perſecute our Neigh- 
bour in the Name of GOD, this Outrage, which in other 


and Meritorious, Whereas, whatever the Prerence may 


and Violence, whether it forms ont at the Mouth in 


be not fetch d in ro the Succour f our Paſſions, leaſt 


3. Thirdly, LET us do what we can, to malle Love 
zo GOD and Men, the very vital Heat of our Hearts. 
That we may ever act under the Influence of this ge- 


GOD tor his own fake, and that with a ſuperlati ve 
Affection, and love our Fellow-Creatures for GOD's. 


the Example of eur Lord and Saviour. Oh What Be- 


and Carriage! Tho he was treated in the moſt inhu- 
e ;; mare 


who deviſe EV 11. 27 


mane manner by ungrateful Men; tho they run upon 
him with the frerceſt Spite, and endeavour'd ar once to 


murder his Fame and take away his Liſe Tho they 


were implacable as well as fierce, nor would be divert- 
ed for a Moment from their murderous Purprſe: ; yet 
nothing appears like a return of Revenge and Spite in 
his whole Behaviour.“ Hen he was reviled he reviled 
not again, when he ſuffer d all this Rudeneſs and Out- 
rage, he did not ſhow ſo much Reſentment of the In- 
jury, as to threaten his Perſecutors. No, in the midſt 


of all this Provocation, f he prayed his Father to forgive 
their Wrengs, Surely that Kindneſs and Good Will 
that were fo Conſpicucus in eur Redeemer, ſhould, in 


ſome degree at leaſt, be viſible in us. We ſhould love 
our Enemies as he did, nay and his Enemies. Tho 
we ſhould abhor their Enmity, yet ſhould we ſhow 


our Love to them by an hearty Endeavour to cure it, 
and much rather do fo, than pretend out of Zeal for 
Chriſt and Love to him, to do any thing hurtful or miſ— 


chievous to them. And if a generous Love to all our 
Fellow-Creartures were once wrought into the very Fame 


of our Minds, and this cheriſh'd by all poſſible Argu- _ 
ments and Morives, we ſhould have an effectual Anti- 
dote againſt deviſing Miſchief our ſelves, and all thoſe 
Paſſious and Principles that give birth unto it. We 
mould hardy be provok'd, and ſhould never have a 
ſpiteful Inclination to hurt thoſe whom we truly and 
tenderly Love. And thus much of the firſt Practical 
Advice founded on the Truth we have been explain- 
. 5 


2. Second), LET us praiſe GOD for cur DeubleDeliver- 
ace, as on this Day, from ſuch miſchievous Devices. 


However the firſt may be forgotten, and the 14/2 con- 


demn'd and cursd by too many amongſt us, and 
leem's ment rather th vation: Let us loc 

deem'd a Fudament rather than 4 Salvation: Let us look 
back on both with grateful Hearts, rejoice in them, 


and give GOD the Praiſes due to his Name. And 


that in the two Inſtances following, viz. 


* Pet. ii. 23. f Luke xxili. 34. LO 
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1. Firff, LET us rejoice and bleſs G OD, that theſe 
b, : miſchiromm Devices ud not tue Effect. That the firff 
f Deſign was diſcovered, and blaſted by rhe Diſcovery 
- ard the /a# fruſtrated and defeared, when our Enemies 
in heir forward Hopes had already deſtroy d us. How 

near were both of them accompliſh'd ; and had they 

been effected, how v:# 4 "Ruin muſt have follow'd > 

The Nation muſt have been fill'd with Confuſion, and 

drown'd in Blood, if not delug'd over with Error of 


S the grofſeſt Kind, and blind Idolatry and Supeſtition. F 
i Our Bibles muſt have been ſnarch'd out of our Hands, F 
4 and legendary Fibles made to iupply their room. Sober 3 
and ſpiritual Devotion muſt have given way to zrifling i 
Paß and Pageantry, to barbarous Pr ayers utter d in an * 


„en Tongue. The Worthip of one GOD, by 
Chriſt the ily Medictor, muſt in a manner have been 
Tenounc'd, thar 7dolatrous Homage might be paid to 
Angels and Saints, and many of theſe Muſhroom Saints 
700, of whole heavenly Extraction we have no other 1 
Proofs, than what idle Monks have given us in viſto. 
ry . exrnds, or the Mother of Harlets in Mock-Canoniza- YT 
tions. And the Nel, and the Halter, and rhe Faggot, 
and the va Dregeon, or the merciful Iuquiſition muſt 
have been employ'd to trighr us out of our Wirs, and 
force a Religion vpon us, ſo abhorrenr from Reaſon, * 
_ Senſe, and genuine Chriſtianity. And ſbal! we nor re- _* 
Joice that the Miſchief miſcarryd, when twas juſt 
come ro the Birth, and the Proteſtant Religion was 
hereby preſerv'd to ws, and the Proteſtant Intereſt ſe- 
cur'd throughout the World 2 Why, to look back no far- 
rher than the Revolution, had King James puſh'd his De- 

gn with Succeſs, and carried his Point among us here, 


and then gone on in conjunction with Lewz XIV. tro k 
deftroy the Northern Hereſy (as they call our holy Reli- 1 
gion) chere had hardly "Nha a Profeſſor of it at this ü 
Time left on Earth. And is it not aſtoniſhing, that * 
any now among us ſhould Cure the Hand that ſav d F 
them, and ſaarch'd rh Church, for whoſe Intereſt they 

pretend ſuch huge Concern, from the Jaws of Death i 


Can Proteſtants think coldiy, and without Concern, of 
having the whole Proteſtant Intereſt deſtroy'd 2? And 
Lau the imaginary Reghrs of any Mortal Man, to the 
1 . Pre- 


have rea 
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Preſervation of ſound Religion from uner Ruin! Ay, 
bur fiat Fuſtitia & Kuat Calum, Let us do Fuſtice, and 
leave GOD to take care of Religion. And are the Men 
who would feem in this Inſtance to pur ſo high a Value 
on Juſtice, ſo tender of the Rights of their Fellow. 
Creatures in 4d other Inſtances ? What when they have 
ſtirr'd up rhe lawleſs Multitude to demaliſp Ediſices ſer 
apart for Divine Worſhip, ro rifle private Houſes, to 
abuſe and inſult peaceable Fellow-Subjects that never 
did them any Harm. Have theſe 1njur'd Fellow-Citi- 
zens no Rights, for which rhe warm and hearry Lovers 
of Juſtice ſhould ſhow themſelves concern'd ? And is nor 
this glaring Partiality an Evidence, that theſe Men im- 
poſe upon the World or themſelves, when they profeſs or 
think that they are influenced to what they do, by ſuch 
a noble Principle as love ro Juſtice ; would to G00 
that they were once conyinc'd how much they are mi- 
ſtaxen. We would by no means return upon them 
with a railing Accuſation. Bur for cheir own Sakes and 
ours, and the common Intereſt of the World, we would 
pray that the LORD would rebuke their murmur ing and 
' miſchievous Spirit. I am ſure that they, as well as we, 


to rejoice and bleſs the LOR D, that hi- 
therto their Mapes have been defeared, and their Hands 


reſtrain'd from Wloing that Miſchief ro themſelves and ws, 
for which rheir\ Hearts have been prepar'd. Bur it 
they will nor, lechs know our Happineſs, and rejoice in 


it, and render GOD the Fraiſe due to bis Name, Vet 


we are in Poſſeſſiou of che true Religion, and now we 
have a Lover and Prorector of ir on the Throne, and 
a fair Proſpect of a log Succeſſion of the like Guardians 
for our Faith and Laws, to finith and compleat that 
great Deliverance which we are now afſembled to Com- 
memorate.” „ „ = 
2. Secondly, LET ns endeavour to walk worthy of ou 
Deliverance. We are mer to rejoice in rhe Safety of 
the Proteſtant Religion and Intereft, and that we are not 
delug d over with Romiſh Errors, Superſtitions and Cor- 


* ruptiens. And do we indeed rejoice in this Delive- 


rance, and yet allow our ſelves in as groſs Deviations 
from true Religion, as any of rhe Corruprions of the 
Fomiſi Church? Rejoice that we don't worſhip Saints 
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and Angels, and diſhonour GOD by Superſtition and 
Idolatry, whilſt we make no ſcruple of neglecting his 


Worſhip, of trampling under Foot his Laws, and diſ- 


honouring him by Profaneneſi and Blaſphemy, by Im- 


morality and Lewdneſi, by Fraud and 3 and by 


offering up our Hearts ro Mammon, and preferring the 


World before GOD? Are theſe Things Conſiſtencies? 


What, ſhall we call our ſelves zealous and hearty Pro- 
teſtants, and not be Chriſtians all the while, If we do 
indeed value our ſelves upon being Proteſtants, let us 
make this appear by our Value for true and found Re- 
ligion. The Proteſtant Religion is nothing elſe bur true 
and genuine Chriſtianity, clear'd of all Romiſh Depra- 


vation, and reftor'd to its primitive Simplicity and Beau- 


ry. Let us look to it then, that we be Chriſtians in- 


deed, that we do heartily believe and embrace the Chi- 


ſtian Dottrines, that we do yield to the Influence of 
_ Chriſtian Principles, that we do walk by Chriſtian Rul:s, 
and that we are poſſeſs d of a truly Chriſtian Spirit and 
- Temper, and take care that we do not“ receive the Grace 


of GOD in vain, bur that we | be taught thereby to deny 


all Ungodlineſi and worldly Luſts, and live ſoberly, righte- 
ouſly and godlily in this World, with our Eyes and Hearts 
| fixed on the bleſſed heavenly Hope. That as we have a 
better Religion than Romaniſts, we may lead better 
Lives. This is the moſt proper Way to {low our (elves 
Glad for the double Salvation of this Day. This is the 
only Way wherein we can ſhow our ſelves eruly Thank- 
ful ro GOD for it. The LORD grant that we may 


have ſuch a thankful Senſe of his Mercy and Salvation, 


as thus to improve it, and endeavour to walk worthy of 
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M yſterious Providence, 


R EAT Ruler of the Earth and Sky, 
In boundleſs Deeps thy Counſels lie. 
Nor can we track thy wond'rous OE 

Th ough Awful Night or PER Day. 


SOME TIMES thy Saints, with 1 ine Ut, 
Enjoy Proſperity and Reſt, 8 

Aud under Covert of thy Wi ing 

Securely fit, and n and Ang. 


SOMETIMES by raging Tapete 101 4, 
IVell nigh the ſhatter d Ark is loft. 


| Thy Servants fink, and drowning Call, 
" Help LORD, or elle we Peri Atl 


INSULTING G proudy boaſt 


; Their Proweſs, and defy thine Hoſe. 


Too ſtout to fear Defeat or Harm 
From them, or thine Avenging Arm. 


WHIST wake 4 oi wth like latent, 


iS From Craft expect, the like Event. 0 
Tue deepeſt Arts of Miſchief tri, 
Aid hopes to ſcape All-ſearching Eyes. 


Thy 
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"THY ſudden Strokes have ſham'd the Boaſts 
of mighty Chiefs, and num tous Hoſts. 


; The Se. FE: deepell Human Thonghe. 


And in the very Depth of Grief, 


Deſponding Saints have, had Relief. 3 


MISCHIPE concen F by thickef? Night, | ; 


Th Pigreing Eye bath brought to Light. 


Th * deeper Skill hath counter-wrought, 


THY the habe met their Overthrow, 
When they deſign u the fatal Blow, - 
Their nice? Arts have miſs d their Ends; 1 
Aud prov'd the Safety A thy Friend. 4 
i CREA GOD, l 2 'h Ha 7 route, 
Unſearchdble thy Counſels ars ʒ 
et Saints may track thy Pathilef Way, 
From * 1 zo Joyrul Ds 


r 
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